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As a result of the examination concerning this application, we 
notify this in accordance with the provisions of Article 63 of the 
Patent Law, because we have following grounds for rejection. 
Therefore, the arguments or /and the amendments should be filed in 
the case where you have any counter arguments or in the case where 
you need any amendments, by March 28, 2 003 (the deadline can be 
extended by one month every time, and the notice of period extension 
approval is not separately given) . 



The Grounds 

1 . The present application cannot obtain a patent for not meeting 
the requirement in the provisions of Article 42, Paragraph 4 of the 



Patent Law, because descriptions in claims have informalities as 
described below. 

2. The inventions according to claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 11 of 
this application cannot obtain a patent in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 29, Paragraph 2 of the Patent Law, because a 
person with ordinary skill in the art to which the invention pertains 
could have easily made the inventions before the present application 
was filed, as described below. 

Descriptions 

1. (1) Claim 1 claims 'a signal processing circuit in which 
luminance signals are created by using color information 
respectively obtained from the corresponding positions 
and...inf ormation... and color signals are created by using information 
obtained...the cyan'. However, since a method of processing signals 
by using information is not particularly specified, the description 
is unclear. 

(2) Claims 4 to 18 claim 'correlation calculation means', 
' interpolation means ' , ' interpolating a pixel ' , ' interpolation 
means', 'adjusting a frequency characteristic', or the like as 
technical components . 

According to the present invention, it seems that such specific 
methods for the respective processings are main technical means 
constituting the present invention. However, a specific method 
therefor is not specifically described. 

2. (1) Technical contents of claim 1 in this application is 



that a color separation filter interpolates pixel information in a 
desired position from a peripheral pixel. However, such a technical 
structure could have been easily invented by a person with ordinary 
skill in the art on the basis of technical structures disclosed in 
US 5,579,047 (registered on November 26, 1996, and hereinafter, 
referred to as a cited reference 1) and US 5,305,096 (registered on 
April 19, 1994, and hereinafter, referred to as a cited reference 
2)- 

(2) Claims 2 and 3 in this application are characterized in that 
signals respectively having 4:2:0 format and 4:1:1 format are created 
and then output. However, it is determined that this is an invention 
within a range where a design thereof could have been easily altered 
on the basis of the cited references 1 and 2. 

(3) Technical contents of the inventions according to claims 4, 
5 and 11 in this application are that correlation is calculated to 
be used for interpolation. However, it is acknowledged that this 
could have been easily invented by a person with ordinary skill in 
the art on the basis of the cited reference 1 and Japanese Published 
Patent Application No. Hei . 10-108209 (Publication date: April 24, 
1998, and hereinafter, referred to as a cited reference 3). 



[Enclosure] 

Enclosure 1 US Patent No. 05305096 (April 19, 1994) a copy 

Enclosure 2 US Patent No. 05579047 (November 26, 1999) a copy 

Enclosure 3 Japanese Published Patent Application No. Hei. 10- 



108209 (April 24, 1998) a copy Concluded. 
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